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Japan had been known globally as 
the safest ever country in the world. 
However, such Japan's Safety Dogma 
started collapsing as unprecedented 
accidents began happening. One of 
the crucial causes of the collapse is 
thought to be the fact that Japanese 
companies  have been putting  their 
priorities  on  price  competition and 
cutback rather than  work  safety  to 
survive growing  global  competition 
of  recent years.  Kanefusa itself cut 
its labor, and in result, work density 
increased.  Despite the downsizing, 
Kanefusa continued striving to pursue 
work safety with posting "No 
rationalization with compromised 
work safety." 
as  its  safety slogan.    Work Safety 
Committee was organized,  and it is 
holding Safety Meeting on a regular 
basis.  They  are  working  on  "Risk 
Assessment", "Prediction of Danger 
Risks", "Pointing and Address", and 
"5S  Activity".  To protect customers' 
safety, PL Committee was separately 
organized to increase product quality 
by preventing unsafe product designs, 

establishing safety evaluation system, 
reviewing  existing  product  usage 
instructions, and etc. 
Further,  earthquakes and typhoons 
frequently hit Japan.  And so,  it is 
necessary to prepare for such natural 
disasters  in  order  to secure stable 
supply  to customers  and  safety of 
personnel.  Creating  robust  crisis 
management system is in the center 
of discussion among leading 
companies in Japan. In response to 
the trend, Kanefusa is working even 
harder to actualize division of labor by 
production base and to set up 
countermeasures against natural 
disasters. 

In environmental approach, European 
countries,  especially Germany,  are 
leading other developed countries. 
Subsequent to acquirement of 
ISO 9000,  Kanefusa obtained 
ISO 14000 to be in line with those 
countries. Kanefusa sets goals every 
year to reduce environmental burden 
and is gaining tangible results. 
Kanefusa is also making every effort 
to develop  environmental  products 
aimed  at  noise  and  dusty  waste 
reduction and improvement of yield. 
In 2002, Kanefusa China was founded 
as  the  second  Kanefusa  factory 
abroad  and got both ISO 9000 and 
14000 later to maintain high standards 
equivalent  to  those  at  Kanefusa 
Japan, as we strongly believe that it 

is unacceptable for investing compa-
nies to jeopardize the environment of 
the hosting countries. Unfortunately, 
Chinese government seems to 
prioritize growing economy and 
sacrifice  the  environment  like 
Japanese government did in the 
high-speed growth era ( late  50's 
through early 70's). 
More sophisticated foreign-financed 
companies like Kanefusa need to 
show  local companies the way to 
reduce environmental burden and 
its significance.   What,  Kanefusa 
believes,  encourages  corporate 
growth  is   "Health and Safety of 
Customers  and  Employees"  and 
"Environment  Sustainability  and 
Social Contribution".  Laying weight  
growth,  Kanefusa  would  like  to 
contribute to further growth of related 
industries. 
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Seminars in Chile

Kanefusa U.S.A. Inc.  is  to exhibit 
at  the  International  Woodworking 
Machinery & Furniture Supply Fair-
USA or IWF2006.  The show will be 
held at the Georgia World Congress 
Center  in  Atlanta,  Georgia for four 
days from August  23  2006.

Its organizer said in quote:
"It is one of the world's largest trade 
show for the furniture manufacturing, 
architectural woodwork, custom and 
general woodworking industries - and 
it's more than woodworking. 
IWF also meets the needs of the 
engineered wood product, 
composite, wood substitute, display 
and store fixture, plastic fabricating, 
flooring, surfacing  and  laminating, 
and upholstery industries. 
In the last show,  IWF 2004, there 
were 24,090 verified buyers  (with a 
total attendance of  42,040)  to see 
1,372 exhibiting companies in 832,813 
square feet of exhibition space. IWF 
2006 will again attract buying teams 
from  companies  of  all sizes,  who 
come from more than 79 countries to 
see the latest technology in machinery, 
supplies and services available to 
the marketplace."


Kanefusa  booth (Booth# 6521) will 
be located in Building B.  We will be 
exhibiting products of your interests. 
So,  please come and visit us at the 
booth.

Xylexpo took place in Milan, Italy, in 
which Kanefusa participated as only 
Japanese toolmaker. Despite its 
size equivalent to Ligna, active 
participation by local exhibitors and 
visitors is more likely. During the 5-

day show,  they welcomed  93,266 
visitors, 51.5% of whom international 
(i.e. 48,008 from 113 countries). 
Industry  participants  from  major 
European countries and Eastern 
Europe and Russia with fast growing 
economy visited our joint booth with 
our agent in Italy, Essedi.  Kanefusa 
brand is coming to be known as the 
first  Asian or  Japanese  toolmaker 
that can be competitive with establi-
shed European toolmakers.  It was 
definitely a place for us to reconfirm 
high expectation towards  Kanefusa 
and  reputation for  its high quality 
products. 

We would like to thank all of you, who 
visited  our booth  during  the show, 
and hope to see you soon again. 




Mr. Taniyama, sales manager in 
charge of South America, describes 
the situations of Bolivia and Chile.


Bolivia
Bolivia has strict policies on logging 
and it is arranged that even registered 
companies  with  forest  concession 
are allowed to log 80% of the property 
and save the rest (20%) every time 
they execute the rights.  Thanks to 
such strict policies, it is expected that 
depletion of tropical woods in Bolivia 
is most unlikely.  City of Santa Cruz 
is a hub for wood processing. 
Climate there is subtropical and the 
year is divided into rainy and dry 
seasons.  Increased amount of rain 
fall for the last few years is hampering 
them from logging of raw wood and 
many companies in related industries 
having difficulties in procuring raw 
materials. However, again, because 
sufficient logging control by the 
Bolivian government is being done, 
the Bolivian market is definitely the 
prospective market for years to come. 

Chile
Some critics said Chile is the most 
potential market for the future. The 
reasons are that Chile is politically 
stable, future wood supply in Chile 
is promised as a plantation project 
is being done systematically, Chile 
is persistently positioning itself 
independent from other South 
American nations and aggressively 
enters into free trade agreements 
for its growth, and finally, its 
nationals are relatively diligent 
compared to people from other 
South American nations. 





 

Mr. Taniyama held seminars on 
carbide saw blades in response to a 
request from one of good customers 
of Kanefusa in Chile.  The seminars 
took place at four selected plants 
out of 12 sawmills they operate, and 
covered saw and tooth geometries, 
regrinding advice, and troubleshooting.

 
The company he visited is a leading 
Chilean company, who has business 
in pulp & paper, plywood and sawmill 
industries. They are one of the world's 
largest  forestry companies in terms 
of plantation size, lumber processing 
and production of market kraft pulp. 
In total 57 personnel from all sawmills 
gathered at the four seminars to 
listen to his lecture. The attendees 
all expressed their satisfaction to his 
lectures saying that the lectures 
were very effective and informative, 
and all vital points were covered. 



North America by G. Colby

Mr. Taniyama not only gave lectures 
to go over basic knowledge of carbide 
saw blades, but also went to see 
personnel, who couldn't come to listen 
to his lectures, at their workplace to 
briefly give them hands-on training 
and to take their questions. He said 
that it is very important to get to know 
people who are using Kanefusa 
products on a daily basis in order to 
make sure what’s taught at lectures 
is reflected to actual workplace. And, 
he continues as saying that such visit 
to actual workplace can only bring 
good results to customers and us.


Although there may be difficulties in 
distance between us, Kanefusa acts 
locally so that even dealers and users 
on the opposite side of the earth can 
stay informed. We are willing to 
arrange similar seminars worldwide, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
local Kanefusa agents for arrange-
ments.

On Monday May 15th, 2006 Stan 
Sagehorn and myself traveled to 
Hamilton, Texas to install a new 
EN2RO system at Alexander 
Moulding. The tooling was 5/4" x 
9.55mm x reverse joint. We arrived 
at the plant Tuesday morning for the 
installation. We were to install the 
system on an Industrial machine. 
The machine itself was in excellent 
condition. We first installed the decoy 
knives for cutting the aluminum lugs. 
After the aluminum lugs were ground 
in, we returned to the grinding room 
to install the tooling. The tooling for 

both heads was installed and ready 
to run in less than 20 minutes. 
Everyone at the plant was impressed 
with how easy the set up was for the 
two heads. We then installed the 
heads on the finger joint machine and 
set the joint length and adjusted the 
tooling for the correct height. We 
were ready for startup on Wednesday 
morning.  

Alexander started running blocks 
through the machine at 7:30AM.
A few small adjustments were made 
to the trim saws. Once these 
adjustments were made, Alexander 
started running 120 lugs  a minute 
through the machine. Alexander 
checked the joint quality after one 
hour.  They were very impressed 
with the quality of the joint. 
Everyone agreed the joint strength 
and quality was the best they had 
seen in a long time. One operator 
said it was the best joint he had 
seen since he started working at the 
plant. The joint length was checked 
all day. No adjustments were made. 
We set the joint length at 9.55mm 
and it stayed there. The joint length 
did not grow. Alexander ran 
approximately 25,000 blocks during 
the 8hour shift.  Everything went 
extremely well. They ran several 
different species of lumber during the 
8 hours to test how our EN2RO 
system would react to different 
grades of lumber.   The EN2RO ran 
perfect. No adjustments were made 
to the tooling even when different 
species of lumber we run. Everyone 
from Alexander was quite pleased. 
The plant owner stated that if our 
system ran well for the next few days, 
he would immediately order another 
system for the 6/4" line. When Stan 
and I left the plant,  the system was 
operating perfect. The main objective 
that  Alexander wanted to see with 
our system was good joint quality and 
joint strength. This was achieved. 
Stan and I both contacted Alexander 
over the next few days. The system 
continued to operate extremely well. 
After one week, no adjustments 

were made from the original start up. 
Stan Sagehorn returned to Alexander 
on 5/24/06 and obtained an order 
for an additional system.

PCD Tool For Single Use

Kanefusa has been setting out to 
conquer Eastern European market 
for a few years. It's been one of the 
most potential markets for us from 
both short- and long-term strategic 
viewpoints. Big and famous furniture 
factories  and  panel producers are 
entering into the market to set up 
production facilities to cut production 
cost for lean operation. They mostly 
use table saws to produce furniture 
parts. Normally, a table saw machine 
requires a main saw and a scoring 
saw as a set. Main saws with  250-
350mm  in diameter do most of the 
cutting (Climb-Cut). But, scoring saws 
are usually 100-120mm in O.D. and 
are used to score laminating 
materials of the bottom side of the 
cutting boards (Power-Cut). 
For scoring, Kanefusa offers Micro 
V-Tech Saw Blade.

For more information, please mail to:

Eastern Europe by K. Imaizumi

South America:y-taniyama@kanefusa.co.jp
North America: guycolby@comcast.net

Eastern Europe:k-imaizumi@kanefusa.co.jp



sales-ex@kanefusa.co.jp

sales-ex@kanefusa.co.jp

Yield ProTMKanefusa Micro V-Tech was 
developed and introduced in 2005 
at Ligna Show (Hannover, Germany), 
its advantages are: 

A) No re-sharpening is required as
    it is for single-use.
    Re-sharpening of saw blades with
    smaller diameter is skilled work 
    and is more time-consuming.
B) Privileged qualities of PCD-made
    tips result  in  20-30times  longer
    cutting  lifetime  against  carbide
    circular saw blades.  Therefore,
    no frequent tool change is required.
C) Unique shape of durable PCD
    tip's rake face (V-shape) is excellent
    for scoring hard laminating materials.

In addition, Micro V-tech is at relatively 
affordable price for PCD products to 
make it available for single-use. For 
above-mentioned advantages, 
Kanefusa  is  vigorously  promoting 
use of  Micro V-tech for scoring and 
is suggesting combination use of 
carbide saw blade as a main saw 
and Micro V-Tech as a scoring saw 
for table saw users. 

In lumber mills, material cost 
accounts for more than 60% of the 
total manufacturing cost. Significant 
savings can be achieved by increas-
ing the material utilization. Thin kerf 
optimizing saws provide substantial 
increase in material savings. 
The patented laser slot geometry 
eliminates buckling of the plate due 
to thermal stress in operation. As a 
result, the plate thickness can be 
reduced by 20% in comparison to a 
regular plate. 

The special laser slit geometry also 
allows running higher RPM.  Yield 
Pro   saw blades are used on optimizing 
saws. So what are the benefits for 
you?

1. Significant material savings 
    Kerf reduction = 0.7mm, 200 cuts/min.,
    6hour effective daily working
    time, 250 working days = 12.600m
    material savings.

2. Better cut quality since a thinner
    kerf generates less cutting
    pressure  which greatly reduces
    the grain tear-out.

3. Enables to run consistently faster
    cycle times.

4. Besides the use on optimizing
    saws, Yield Pro also cuts tear-out
    free MDF wrapped ceiling and
    floor trim and picture frames. 
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Above(Right); Tip Geometry
Above(Left): V-Shape Rake Face
Right: Yield-Pro
Below: Material Saving By Using 
             Yield-Pro

Micro P.C.D tooth fused 
onto a substrate material


