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 Woodworking Industry In The USA
Mr. Jin Takasu -  President, Kanefusa USA , Inc

It is true that the American house industry is still in a murky sit-
uation. There are, for example, around 890,000 new residen-
tial construction starts in Aug. 2008, which is a 60% diminution 
from Jan. 2006 and house prices declined at the same time. 

Moreover, the market size of the Woodworking Machinery 
Manufacturing in the USA is $1.106 billion this year with a de-
crease of $33.2 million, that is a minus of 2.9% compared to 
2007. It is expected that this amount will contribute $605.52 
million to the American GDP, but compared to last year, it 
heads down 1.0%. 

After all these tough situations encouraging future prospects 
are forecasted for 2009. Woodworking industry is affected 
by housing industry but it is expected that the loan crisis will 
recede, the consumer confidence will improve and the hous-
ing industry will have a growth of +9.6% (housing contractor 
+5.7%, lumber and woodworking manufacturing +4%, contract 
number of non residential building +5.4%, furniture industry 
+2.6%, woodworking industry in total +2.2%)

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008  
Industry Revenue 1,175.3 1,174.2 1,179.8 1,139.4 *1,106.2 $Mil
Industry Gross Product 651.8 637.5 661.8 611.9 *605.5 $Mil
Number of Establishments 288 287 *301 *294 *290 Units
Number of Enterprises 277 275 *289 *281 *276 Units
Employment 6,398 5,846 *5,874 *5,752.2 *5,800 Units
Exports 207.7 213.9 210.4 251 *264 $Mil
Imports 1,156.6 1,186.1 1,220.6 1,137 *1,102 $Mil
Total Wages 303.9 279.6 286.7 264.6 *261 $Mil
Domestic Demand 2,124.2 2,146.3 2,190 2,025.4 *1,944.2 $Mil
Production *2.2 *2.2 *2.3 *2.1 *2 Million

Revenue $ Million Growth %

Board Pro Cutting1

EN2RO2

Year Value Growth
2008 1,106.2 -2.9
2009 1,130.7 2.2
2010 1,147.4 1.5
2011 1,163.0 1.4
2012 1,175.0 1.0

Precisely because the 
market situation is not 
all bright, KFU devote 
ourselves to improve 
the productivity with 
the deferential prod-
ucts such as ST-1,
ENSHIN, EN2RO and 
Board Pro.

Numeric data related to the American wood processing industry

Economic forecast of the American 
woodworking machinery manufacturing



 Board Pro Plus - For The 
Quality-Oriented Cabinetmaker 

The cutting edge of a standard-grind is damaged after grinding. The Tungsten Carbide grit is vulnerable to cutting 
pressure and cracks can easily start and progress quickly through the grit.

by Gerd Heubeck

At first glance, most saw 
blades look alike, unless 
they are colorfully coated. 
However, on closer in-
spection, there is a world 
of difference between 
good and bad saw blades, 
starting with the saw plate 
and ending with the grind 
quality of the teeth. Cabi-
netmakers especially have 
the choice of many differ-
ent brands where the ori-
gins are not always clear 
and the range between 
excellent and poor is very 
wide. But craftsmen, in particular, being icons of 
quality, cannot afford to use bad quality in the 
manufacturing process.

Board Pro Plus is a world-class table saw blade, 
which fully meets the requirements of craftsmen 
and industrial users. The most significant differ-
ences between Board Pro Plus and conventional 
table saw blades are:

1. An absolutely flat and 
even plate with the best 
run out in its class: Cuts 
very straight
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2. Vibration damping ele-
ments incorporated into 
the plate: You still need 
to wear ear protection, but 
Board Pro Plus sets a new 
“whisper-standard”

3. High quality Tungsten 
Carbide teeth in best in-
dustrial quality: Users have 
reported achieving double 

the lifetime compared to other quality makes

4. Finely honed teeth: The teeth cut persistently 
cleanly 

At market launch, the Board Pro Plus saw blade 
is available in a 96 teeth, D-type version. It’s the 
perfect saw blade to cut both sides of lamination 
backed board materials such a melamine-lami-
nated particleboard on table saws.



 With The New SF Saw Blade You 
Will Get A Nearly Perfect Surface

Contact us to receive a 
free sample magazine:

Dr. Harnisch Publications
Fax +49-911-2018-100
win@harnisch.com
www.harnisch.com/win

Th e international magazine for the woodworking 
industry. We report on all aspects of woodworking 
from wood treatment to machines, tools and technical 
know-how, from timber engineering supplies to the 
latest developments in technologies and markets. 

Knife mark SF cutting1

Knife mark normal cutting2

by S. Sugai - KFCS

SF Saw is our special-tooth-
shape saw blade which enables 
a nearly knife mark free cutting 
surface. Here I’d like to share our 
good experience with one user 
who is a furniture manufacturer 
in the Northeastern of China. 

This company located in 
the Northeastern of China 
manufacture shelves out of 
many different wood species. 
As the products are made of solid wood, even 
a tiny knife mark left on a product’s surface 
will turn it to a defective product. Because of 
this reason, they make quality the first priority. 
Before using Kanefusa products, they believe 
that the knife mark is unavoidable, thus they 
leave 0.5mm margin on every surface for double 
sanding. That’s why all machines in the factory 
are run together with finish sanding machines 
as if they belong together. It uselessly increases 
lead-time, adds cost to each sales unit price 
and therefore lowers the competitiveness of the 
company. 

Kanefusa has proposed the SF Saw to the 
company informing them that they will receive 
an outstanding finishing with it. They have been 
done double sanding in the past, but now they 
don’t have to use their sanding machines - or 
only on seldom occasions. Cost performance is 
obvious and as a consequence, this manufacturer 
reconsiders all their processing in the factory.

The first advantage feature of the SF Saw is the 
tooth shape. Differ from other t.c.t. circular saw 
blades, that has scoring teeth on both sides, the 
SF saw has negative and positive bevel angles 
on the teeth. It enables a nearly knife mark free 
cut (with naked eye) that was believed inevitable 
when you cut the solid wood with scoring teeth 
on both sides. In fact, conventional saw blades 

cut it with edges but SF Saw 
cuts with a surface and that is 
the advantage of this product.

Moreover, thanks to the 
Kanefusa-original-UP-coating, 
the edge has a self-regrinding 
effect. It enforces the abrasion 
resistance of the tip itself 
dramatically up to 3-5 times; 
the beautiful surface finishing 
can be obtained as a result. 

Based on this experience, we will try to give 
necessary information and support for reducing 
costs to the customers from now on too. 



Let us hear your opinions and comments concerning 
the quarterly newsletter, please e-mail to

sales-ex@kanefusa.co.jp
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 About the Australian Market

Trade show schedule for the next 3 months

Name Site Period
Metalex 2008 Bangkok International 

Trade and Exhibition 
Centre (BITEC), Thailand

Nov 20 - 23

Mebel Expocentre Fairgrounds, 
Russia

Nov 24 - 28

Woodex Crocus Expo Exhibition 
Centre, Russia

Dec 02 - 05

For further information of local or regional tradeshows, please visit our website 
http://www.kanefusa.net/events/index.html

by Naoshi Osawa

The country 
area of Australia 
(7,682,300sq km) 
is over 20 times 
that of Japan 
(377,727sq km). 
However the 
population (20.2 
million persons) 
is about 15% of 
Japan (128.1 million persons). The 
population density of Australia (2.6 
person/sq km) is 0.76% of Japan (339 
person/sq km).

The main export eyes of Australia are 
primary industry (mineral resources 
and dairy). Tertiary industry (service 
industry) and secondary industry 
(auto mobile parts, communication 
apparatus, and medical apparatus) 
are also extended in these years. 
Australian trade form with Japan is 
“exporting abundant natural resources” 

and “importing industrial products 
including a car”.

KANEFUSA expands with distributors 
for the Australian market (6 state & 2 
special branch offices). We have some 
customers who are trading over 20 
years or more in Australia. The main 
selling products of KANEFUSA are 
knives for chipper, paper-guillotine, 
plywood and TCT saw blades for 
wood-working. 

In recent years, TA cold saw blades 
for cutting metal billets and pipes / 

TCT saw blades for 
cutting door linings 
for automobiles have 
also strengthened 
sale as new products 
of KANEFUSA in 
Australia. Not to 
mention the existing 
market - it is a constant 
challenge to adapt to 
new types of industry 
and markets therefore 
expanding our business 
further and further.


