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ÜÜ Season’s Greetings 2009
Mr. Watanabe - President

ÜÜ 60th Anniversary

On behalf of Kanefusa, I am very 
grateful for the kindness that you 
showed us last year. I believe that 
you had wonderful moments with 
your family and friends during the 
holidays. 

When you have a look at the world, 
the sub prime loan crisis started a 
year before and still lasts and has 
developed to a big world financial 
crisis. Continuously, last summer, 
American security houses were 
forced to go under, absorbed by a 
bank and the global situation became 

On November 25, 2008, we had a 
celebration ceremony at the Nagoya 
Kanko Hotel, Nagoya, Japan for our 
customers. We thank 240 custom-
ers from the domestic and overseas 
market for taking their time despite 
their busy schedule to celebrate our 
anniversary year. This was made 

unthinkably bad. And this really af-
fected the economy in general. In 
the car industry, even the Big Three 
face management difficulties and 
only the Yen become strong while 
other currencies collapsed. We have 
never experienced this rampant bad 
situation that all industries reduce 
production and the world business 
condition is in recession at the same 
time. A wave of once-a-century re-
cession hits us without exception 
and decreased the number of orders 
received later than Oct. 2008.

Last year, we have celebrated our 
60th anniversary which was the end 
of the traditional sexagenarian cycle. 
I feel as if we are tested to challenge 
tribulations with back-to-basics ethos 
at this memorial year. 

I feel that 2009 will be the year of 
shake-outs of firms, which only the 
real strong companies will survive. 
It is definitely sure that Kanefusa 

will survive and develop even further 
with wisdom and effort from 1100 
employees. 

Under these difficult circumstances 
it is not surprising that we adopt a 
more serious position with a sense 
for the crisis in 2009. I decide my-
self to restructure Kanefusa that all 
of us keep this mind in ours hearts 
and share the successful experience 
in 2009.

possible by our precious customers 
and our business history. 

We’d like to share the 
greetings from our 
chairman and presi-
dent for this  
ceremony.



ÜÜ Celebration Ceremony for 
60th Anniversary 

by Hiroshi Watanabe - Chairman

It was in 1948 - or 60 years ago - when the 
late chairman, Suzuo Watanabe established  
Kanefusa on a 3,300m² factory site at Rokuban-
cho, Atsuta-ku, Nagoya. At that time, he was al-
ready an experienced knife craftsman after years 
of training and working since he was young. The 
original Kanefusa company started as a black-
smith at the end of the 19th century so we have 
110 years of history altogether. 

The factory was hit in 1959 by the Isewan  
typhoon and submerged in seawater, damaging 
the company very bad. Suzuo said, “This place 
is no good with its low laying land. I want to build 
my dream factory outside of Nagoya.” It is the 
present main factory in Ohguchi now, which all 
the former workers joined and helped to con-

It is our great honor to welcome your attend-
ance to our 60th anniversary from Hokkaido in 

struct. The move to the new Ohguchi factory was 
then completed in 1965. 

In ensuing years, the Dollar shock and the oil 
shock hit Japan and then the bubble economy 
swept the country and the company overcame 
each crisis and has grown to the Kanefusa 
group with 1,000 employees with four oversea 
branch offices. 

 ³ Value your customers
 ³ Create new products only possible  

for Kanefusa
 ³ Happiness of employees  

These management philosophies of the founder 
are still alive in the company.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express 
my gratitude to your support and to my old col-
leagues and friends who shared good as well as 
bad times with me. 

The company has to be proper managed to cope 
with changing challenges. Kanefusa’s goal is 
not necessarily to grow even bigger, but we want 
to stick out by our valuable jobs and products. 

We take pride in this 60 years jubilee and I hope 
that our company will continue to show its pres-
ence even in this difficult business world.

ÜÜ Greetings From Masato Watanabe 
by Masato Watanabe - President

the north to Kagoshima in the south, as well as 
from overseas, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Malay-
sia, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada and the USA. 

Masato Watanabe1

I would like to express our gratitude for your pre-
cious support to us and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our customers. 

Actually 10 years ago, the 50th anniversary 
party was also planned. However, at that time, 
the Japanese economy was suffering from the 
aftermath of the burst economy and a few large 
financial institutes had gone under. It was the 
year that Kanefusa experienced the first fis-
cal deficit and we had to cancel the 50th cer-



Contact us to receive a 
free sample magazine:

Dr. Harnisch Publications
Fax +49-911-2018-100
win@harnisch.com
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� e international magazine for the woodworking 
industry. We report on all aspects of woodworking 
from wood treatment to machines, tools and technical 
know-how, from timber engineering supplies to the 
latest developments in technologies and markets. 

emony. From that year, we have been devoting 
ourselves to build a stronger management sys-
tem to share the moment to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary with you. “Sales activity innova-
tion”, “The total cost down project” and “The 
globalization strategy”. 

As these slogans show, we define these ten years 
as time for an evolution to “New Kanefusa”.
Now, ironically the global market is hit by the re-
cession again stemming from the sub prime loan 
crisis and every company is facing serious chal-
lenges. However, Kanefusa cannot miss this op-
portunity this time to express our thanks to our 
customers and decided to hold today’s party. 
Reevaluation of the management practices and 
the globalization of Kanefusa are still under way 
but we believe that some good results have been 
achieved. 

We take this anniversary as a good opportu-
nity to go back to our novice mind and pursue 
our goal to be a company, which can grow with 
you and to contribute to the traditional manu-
facturing oriented society. Meanwhile, to re-
inforce the domestic business activity, three 

branch names are changed from Nagoya 
to Chubu, from Tokyo to Kanto and from  
Osaka to Kansai branch. 

Moreover, Chubu branch will be moved back to 
the original site and Kanto office will be moved 
to Saitama prefecture both with new buildings. 
When you’re in the neighborhood, it will be our 
pleasure to receive you anytime at any of these 
places. 

My favorite saying is “Youth is at your mind. As 
long as you fill your life with hope and courage 
everyday, you will always be in the bloom of 
youth.” 

When you become 60 years old, everyone 
feels physical weakness. When it comes to 
a company, I would say the “bloom of youth” 
can be eternal, depending on how you man-
age it. I believe that Kanefusa can enjoy 
the youth everlastingly. For that, we have to 
be self-disciplined and always to have ap-
preciation in our mind and contribute to “the 
manufacturing society” and the regional  
development. 



Let us hear your opinions and comments concerning 
the quarterly newsletter, please e-mail to

sales-ex@kanefusa.co.jp
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ÜÜ USA: Industry News From 
Paper Working

 

Trade show schedule for the next 3 months

Name Site Period
DOMOTEX asia  
CHINAFLOOR

Shanghai New  
International Expo Center

Mar 24 - 28

For further information of local or regional tradeshows, please visit our website 
http://www.kanefusa.net/events/index.html

We know that the earliest paper pa-
pyrus was made from reeds by the 
ancient Egyptians. The knowledge of 
paper making eventually moved west-
ward, and the first European paper 
mill was built in Jativa in Spain in the 
year 1150. Paper was made by the 
Chinese in the second century from 
tree bark and old fish nets.

Paper is made from wood pulp or 
plant fiber - manufacturing of paper 
is pretty simple – mix vegetable fibers 
and cook them in hot water until the 
fibers are soft but not dissolved. Paper 
is mainly used for written communica-
tions, or is it?

Considering that paper mills manu-
facture the following products, one 
begins to wonder: paper towels, tis-
sue papers, napkin papers, cleansing 
papers, filter papers, facial tissues, 
milk filters, toilet papers, pattern tis-
sues, sanitary tissue papers, cigarette 
papers, book papers, bond papers, 
offset papers, lithograph papers, and 
computer papers. 

Modern papermaking methods, al-
though significantly more complicated 
than older ways, are developmental 

improvements rather than entirely new 
methods of making paper.

We at Kanefusa rely on knife sales 
to paper mills connected to the print-
ing industry in thousands of facilities 
in the United States today. At the 
present time we have a unique, but 
close relationship with International 
Knife and Saw located in Florence, 
South Carolina as the sole distribu-
tor of Kanefusa Paper knives for 
printing and paper mill industries in 
North America. 

International Knife & Saw has over 
100 key distributor service grind cent-
ers that actively sharpen and sell 
Kanefusa Paper Knives to these 
industries in this market today. The 
word Saw in the International Knife 
name does not mean they are com-
petitors, because they produce larger 
circular knives with diameters of 24” or 
609 mm called a log saw used for slit-
ting toilet paper logs. 

Due to their sales efforts we continue 
to grow as a team in these industries. 
The paper mill knife sales in the USA 
market for all knives used is estimated 
to be $9,000,000 a year.

by S. Sagehorn Kanefusa, USA, INC.


